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Cuban Research Institute
Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs
Living and Eating Comida Criolla 
in New York City
Lecture by Melissa Fuster
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 | 12:00 PM | FIU Modesto A. Maidique Campus | Green Library 220
Based on interviews with Cubans, Puerto Ricans, and Dominicans living in New York City, this talk reviews 
differences in how traditional Hispanic Caribbean cuisines (comidas criollas) are defined and experienced 
by these communities. These experiences are linked to the contrasting migratory experiences and 
relationships with communities back"home"in the Caribbean.
Dr. Melissa Fuster is an Assistant Professor in Public Health Nutrition at CUNY Brooklyn College and a 
Faculty Fellow at the CUNY Urban Food Policy Institute. Dr. Fuster has over ten years of experience in 
community-based research, focused on minority and immigrant populations in the United States and, 
internationally, in Central America and the Hispanic Caribbean. Her research interests include food 
security and the sociopolitical and cultural factors affecting food practices and nutritional outcomes. She 
holds a Ph.D. in Food Policy and Applied Nutrition from Tufts University and a B.A. in Sociology and 
Anthropology from Florida International University.
This event is free and open to the public.
For more information and to confirm your attendance, please call (305) 348-1991 or write cri@fiu.edu.
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